Name: _________________________________ Reading Week 8
DUE THURSDAY 9/29
REMINDER: No Literacy Strand will be accepted without underlining in the text, restated answer, complete sentence, capital letter, and punctuation.  

Literacy Strand – Willow Hambrick – Educator / Literacy Coach 

Royal Spring Middle School
Monday:  Who Were the Ancient Thinkers of Society?

The Great Greek Philosopher:  Socrates – 469-399 B.C. 
Socrates was a Greek philosopher best remembered for his method of debate called Socratic dialogue where he would ask probing questions and force lively debate – much like teachers do today.  Two quotes attributed to him are: “Know thyself” and “The unexamined life is not worth living.” 

Write one complete sentence expressing one way you think Socrates is relevant to your life. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tuesday:  Who Were the Ancient Thinkers of Society?  

The Great Greek Philosopher:  Plato – 427-347 B.C.
Plato was Socrates most famous student.  Plato’s best known work is the Republic, his vision of a utopia (perfect society) where all citizens are assigned a rigid role, with the philosopher king in charge, the warrior class protecting the state, and the producer class serving the state.  There was no chance to change roles – and all property was shared.

Write one complete sentence giving your opinion on whether or not you would like living in Plato’s “utopia”.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wednesday:  Who Were the Ancient Thinkers of Society?
The Greek Philosopher:  Aristotle – 384-322 B.C.

Aristotle was Plato’s student for 20 years, and he tutored the world conqueror Alexander the Great.  He believed that happiness is the ultimate goal of humankind, and that happiness can only be achieved by living a virtuous life; and yet, ironically, he believed slavery was totally acceptable. 
Write one complete sentence explaining why it is ironic (surprising) that Aristotle believed slavery was acceptable. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Thursday:  Who Were the Great Thinkers of Society?

The Great French Philosopher / Mathematician:  Rene Descartes – 1596-1650

Rene Descartes is the person we have to thank for analytical geometry.  He is also famous for his quote: “I think, therefore I am.”  He thought you couldn’t be absolutely certain of anything except of the conscious awareness that you are thinking.  (  Profound simplicity.  (That’s an oxymoron!) Think about that, and be.  (
Write one complete sentence explaining what you think “I think, therefore I am” means.  (  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
