Royal Spring Middle School – Willow Hambrick – Educator / Literacy Coach

Literacy Strands:  The Olympic Tradition 
http://history1900s.about.com & wikianswers.com
www.history.com/topics/olympics-games
Monday:  “The Olympic Games originated in Olympia, Greece as many as 3,000 years ago in honor of the God Zeus.  The participants were all male, and they participated in the nude!  The games were revived in the late 19th century and have become the world’s greatest sporting competition. The first modern Olympics took place in 1896 in Athens, and featured 280 participants from 13 nations, competing in 43 events.  Women were not allowed to participate in the games until 1900.  The Olympics truly took off as an international sporting event after 1924, when the VIII Games were held in Paris.  Some 3,000 athletes from 44 nations competed, and for the first time the Games featured a closing ceremony. The Winter Olympics debuted that year, including such events as figure skating, ice hockey, bobsledding and the biathlon.  Eighty years later, when the 2004 Summer Olympics returned to Athens for the first time in more than a century, nearly 11,000 athletes from a record 201 countries competed. In a gesture that joined both ancient and modern Olympic traditions, the shot-put competition that year was held at the site of the classical Games in Olympia.”  (history.com/topics/olympics-games)
In one sentence, discuss three differences between the ancient Olympics and our today.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tuesday:  “The Olympic flame is a practice continued from the ancient Olympic games in Olympia, Greece, where a flame was ignited by the sun and kept burning until the closing of the Olympic games. The flame first appeared in the modern Olympics in Amsterdam, Netherlands in 1928. The flame itself represents purity and striving for perfection.  Women wearing white robes light the Olympic flame at the ancient site of Olympia.  The torch is then passed from runner to runner from Olympia to the Olympic stadium in the host city. The flame stays lit until the Olympic games have concluded.  Considered the father of the modern Olympic games, Pierre de Coubertin created the Olympic flag in 1914.  The five interlocking rings represent the five main land regions: Africa, the Americas (North and South America), Asia, Europe and Oceania. The colors of the rings (red, yellow, black, green, and blue) represent of all the countries that participate in the Olympics.  The white background symbolizes peace.  The Olympic flag was first flown in the 1920 Olympic games.” (http://history1900s.about.com & wikianswers.com)
In one sentence, explain why the Olympic torch is first lit in Olympia, Greece.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Wednesday:  Pierre de Coubertin also wrote the Olympic Creed and the Olympic Oath.  The Creed says:  “The most important thing in the Olympic Games is not to win, but to take part, just as the most important thing in life is not the triumph, but the struggle.  The essential thing is not to have conquered, but to have fought well.”  The Oath that all the athletes repeat says:  “In the name of all the competitors, I promise that we shall take part in these Olympic Games, respecting and abiding by the rules which govern them, committing ourselves to a sport without doping and without drugs, in the true spirit of sportsmanship, for the glory of sport and the honor of our teams.”  (www.reference.com/history/were-prizes-ancient-olympics-89aed3ecfb7ee8b5#)  Unfortunately, some modern athletes do not take this oath seriously and take illegal performance enhancing drugs and break other Olympic regulations.  Many athletes on the Russian team this year were banned from Olympic participation because of doping, and currently some of our American swimmers may have lied about being robbed and in fact may have vandalized some Brazillian property and lied about it.  If true, that is a clear infraction of Olympic rules.
In one sentence, discuss why the creed and the oath are important to the Olympics.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thursday:   Gold, silver, and bronze medals have not always been awarded.  “In ancient Greece, when an athlete won his event, he would be given a palm branch and have red ribbons draped around his head, arms and legs. That evening a feast would be held in his name, and then the following morning, the winning athlete was expected to give gifts and thanks to the gods for helping him win.  Finally, at the culmination of the Olympics, there would be a large ceremony to crown all of the winners, at which time the judges would crown each winner with a wreath made from a sacred olive branch.” ((www.reference.com/history/were-prizes-ancient-olympics-89aed3ecfb7ee8b5#)  At the 1896 Olympic games, the winners were awarded silver medals, while the runners-up got bronze medals. The winners at the 1900 Olympics received trophies or cups instead of medals. The custom of awarding gold, silver, and bronze medals started at the 1904 Olympics.  Since the 1912 Olympics, the gold and silver medals are really made of 92.5% silver.  Gold medals must be plated with at least 6 grams of gold.  All Olympic medals must be at least 3 mm thick and at least 60 mm in diameter.  They bear a unique Olympic design created by an artist from the host country.
In one sentence, infer why the gold medals are predominately made of silver, not gold.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
