Mrs. Schneider’s
Reading – Writing Connection 

Classroom Syllabus 

Royal Spring Middle School, 2014-2015

	Materials:
- RSMS AGENDA BOOK

- composition notebook (college ruled)

- highlighters       
- pencils and an individual pencil sharpener     with a lid
- an independent reading book 

- colored pencils
- a pocket folder and loose leaf paper

- dictionary 
Recommended (not required):

- zipper pencil pouch to keep supplies in

- sticky notes
- scotch tape


	Contact Mrs. Candice Schneider:

candice.schneider@scott.kyschools.us

RSMS Office:  502-570-2390, Room 230
Class Website: 

mrsschneid.weebly.com


Welcome to our 6th grade Reading classroom!  This year we will expand on various types of content area nonfiction reading (Language Arts, Math, Science, and History).  You will become experts on ways to anticipate, process, and evaluate texts through various reading strategies.  We will spend considerable time becoming better readers through independent, group, partner, and class reading.  My class will serve as a support base to the Language Arts classroom with high standards for both reading and writing.  

In our classroom, I seek to get to know each of my students to better understand how they can learn best.  With that being said, I welcome diversity in the learning environment.  Not every student will learn the same way and concurrently.  As you become acclimated to middle school and RSMS expectations, please do not shy away from asking questions and exploring ways to help yourself learn.  

Classroom Details

Interactive Notebook:

You will be required to have a composition notebook (college ruled) for the year.  We will be using this interactive notebook (I.N.) as a cumulative portfolio of our reading skills, so you will be required to have it with you DAILY.  This tool uses both the left and right hemispheres of the brain to help you as a student sort, categorize, and be creative with knowledge you are acquiring.  I will post our “Table of Contents” for the I.N. on the class website and in the classroom.  You are responsible for keeping track of all assignments and making sure they are on the correct page in order to receive a grade for your work. 

Required Reading

Students are required to have a grade appropriate, independent reading book with them DAILY.  I also suggest students complete at least 30 minutes of reading a night.  This is a minimal requirement that will only better prepare them for Middle School expectations and onto High School.  If a student does not have an independent reading book with them, they will be required to choose from my class library.  

Class Library – “Schneid’s Lil’ Library” 
When checking out a book in my class, be sure to sign it out & in.  Majority of these books were purchased out of my pocket or donated from previous students, so they are valuable to me.   Please be advised that I have not personally pre-read each book on my shelves.  I give students freedom to choose based on their interests.  Even though I do have some great books, my library is not the best selection to rely on.  Please use our school library, public library, or your local book store to find books that best suit your interests.  With this in mind, if you would like to donate any books to my library, I always appreciate more variety.  

Grades:
Your grade will be calculated using total points. Each assignment will be given a point value based on length, difficulty, and the amount of time required to complete the assignment. A student’s grade will be determined by the total point value they have earned out of the total possible points given during the course of the grading period. [A = 92-100, B = 84-91, C = 76-83, D = 68-75, F = 0-67]

Homework & Late Work:

Since we have a lot of material to cover over the course of the year, I will assign homework occasionally.  I expect students to complete these assignments and turn them in on their specific due dates.  Homework is due at the beginning of class.  Any time after that, it is considered late.  Late work will be penalized 10% off of your score for the first day it is late, and 10% for every day after that.  Late papers will only be accepted if they have a stapled “late” slip attached.    
Absent:

When you are unable to attend school due to illness or other personal matters, YOU are responsible for finding out what you have missed.  In our classroom there is an “Absent?” crate with 31 folders for 31 days in a month.  Whichever date you were gone, that specific folder will hold any handouts/assignments from that date.  Absent work will only be accepted with a stapled “absent” slip on them.  The classroom website is also updated weekly with power points from class and most assignments that are not copyrighted.  Please use these resources to your advantage to stay on track.  You may also let me know in advance if you are aware of an upcoming absence and want to stay proactive.  No one should be penalized for work they simply missed, but students are required to catch up within the given time.  

Communication: 
 It is my goal to have positive, efficient, and frequent communication with students and parents.  For parents, the best way to communicate with me is through e-mail.  If you have a concern, question, or need further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me after consulting with your student first.  
Technology:

You will have access to technology when necessary for typing papers/assignments.  However, we do have limited class time to accomplish these tasks.  I encourage students to word process as much as possible, but I understand that this isn’t always a realistic expectation for all families.  We will discuss the integrity of keeping work original and citing sources appropriately.  I have a no tolerance policy for plagiarism, which means you will receive an automatic zero.  Students will also have an opportunity on special occasions to use their personal devices (laptops, cell phones, ipads, kindles, etc) for learning purposes.  The use of these devices in the classroom is only allowed with teacher permission and will not be utilized for anything other than increasing the relevancy of our learning environment.  

Behavior 

Contract & Procedures


In our classroom there are many learning goals that need to be accomplished in one day.  In order for these to be accomplished, we need to abide by a specific group of procedures.  When stepping into the classroom, you will be asked to “sign a learning contract”.  I will walk through the steps of this contract frequently to ensure that we all agree to be in control of our learning.  

Our Learning Contract

I agree to be in control of my…






- Body





- Voice






- Imagination






- Concentration






- Cooperation

There are various classroom procedures to be aware of as a participant of learning.  When doing any of the following in my classroom please refer to this sheet.
Entering Class:  Please enter class in an orderly fashion, stop by THE HUB to pick up any papers or materials needed for the day, and go directly to your seat.  Once you sit down, please take out all materials for the day and place your backpack/purse under your desk.  Begin writing in your agenda immediately.

Warm-Up:  Almost every day, you will have Bell Ringers, Flashbacks, and a word of the day to complete at the beginning of class.  This is to be done silently and independently at the beginning of class.  You will only be given a limited amount of time to complete your bell work; otherwise, it is your responsibility to complete it outside of class.  

Exiting Class:  I dismiss you from class, not the clock.  When class comes to an end, I will notify you to pack up.  Everything should be put back into your backpack and then backpacks go on the desk.  The floor must also be clear of any trash.  Rows are dismissed once you are quiet and ready.

Bathroom:  If you need to use the restroom and it is during learning time, raise three fingers in the air.  I will either nod in agreement, or I will shake my head no.  No just means that it is not an appropriate time and that you should raise your hand again in 5 minutes.  When you leave the room you must have your agenda signed and be sure to sign out at THE HUB.  If it is an emergency (such as needing to throw up) please feel free to use our class restroom.  Otherwise, no students are allowed in the class restroom.

Drinks:  Please bring water from home into the classroom; I don’t want dehydrated students.  No other food or drink will be allowed during class, except on special occasions.  Otherwise, if you desperately need a drink during instruction, use the same procedures you would for using the restroom: raise three fingers in the air, wait for me to acknowledge you, complete your agenda, and sign out at THEHUB.  

Contributions:  If you have something to say, ask, or add, I would love to hear from you.  However, please raise your hand and wait to be called on to make sure all voices in our classroom are respected.  If you have a question, use a closed fist.  If you have a comment, use an open hand.  Be sure your comment/question pertains to the topic being discussed.  

Garbage:  The classroom floor is not a garbage can.  Please keep track of your trash and when there is an appropriate time (work time or the end of class) please throw it into the garbage can or recycle bins.

Collecting:  All assignments will be turned into your appropriate class section’s tray at THE HUB, unless I decide to collect them during class.  Graded papers will be placed in the student’s graded papers folder in the classroom if they are not passed out during class time.  

Supplies:  You may use supplies from the art kits when necessary.  Since I purchase most of them for your use, please respect them.  Do not break, throw, or take any of them.  When you are done using the item, please return it to where you found it at the appropriate time.  Students are expected to come prepared with all materials every day.  Locker trips will not be permitted outside of regularly scheduled times, so come to class prepared.  

Students and Parents:
COMPLETE THIS PAGE AND TURN IT INTO THE HUB BY____________​​​​_
I (the student) have read the syllabus for Mrs. Schneider’s class and agree to its terms.  I agree to adhere to these classroom policies at all times and recognize that there will be consequences for not doing so.  I agree to be in control of my body, voice, imagination, concentration, and cooperation to the best of my ability. 

Student Signature________________________________________________Date___________________

Print Name:________________________________________________________

I (the parent) confirm that I have read and understand these policies and procedures within the syllabus, and I will communicate any questions or concerns with my student first and then Mrs. Schneider when appropriate.  

Parent Signature__________________________________________________Date___________________

	Parent(s) Name: 
	

	Best Way to Contact:
	

	E-mail:  
	

	Phone:  
	


PARENTS, please answer the following questions: 

1. Does your student have access to a computer with internet at home?  

2. Does your student have access to a printer at home?  

3. Does your student own a cell phone?  If yes, would you allow them to use it for free classroom surveys or homework reminders?  

(*please let me know if your access to technology changes throughout the year*)

4. What does your student do well in the classroom?  

5. What does your student enjoy doing outside of the classroom?  

6. Is there anything I can know to help your student succeed in my class this year?  
