DO NOT WRITE ON THIS TEST

Reading Pretest – Form A

1.  The plot of a story is –


A.  A series of events


B.  An idea about life

C.  The place where a story occurs


D.  The writer’s attitude toward the subject

2.  A story’s most exciting moment is called –


A.  The main idea


B.  Its subject


C.  Foreshadowing


D.  The climax

3.  In the resolution of a story, –


A.  New characters are introduced


B.  Mysterious events occur


C.  Information about the author is presented


D.  All the loose ends of the story are tied up

4.  The table of contents of a textbook tells you the –


A.  Year the book was published


B.  Topics covered in the book


C.  Reference books the author used to write the book


D.  Definitions of key terms covered in the book

5.  Which of the following sentences contains an example of a conflict?


A.  While Nicole played the piano, her brother played the violin


B.  Mitch and Robby went to the same school for many years


C.  At the campsite that night, the family was threatened by a hungry bear


D.  Nina was elected class president two years in a row

6.  When people read a suspenseful story, they feel –


A.  Happy because events in the story are funny


B.  Disappointed because the story is not believable


C.  Disturbed by the frightening, bloody details in the story


D.  Uncertainty or anxiety about what will happen next in the story

7.  Character traits refer to –


A.  A character’s experience in a story


B.  The characteristics shared by members of a family


C.  The qualities that make up the personality of a character


D.  The author’s opinion of a particular character in a story

8.  To show what a character is like, a writer would most likely use all of the following strategies except –


A.  Describing the character’s appearance


B.  Explaining the character’s feelings


C.  Indicating how others react to the character


D.  Revealing the character’s date of birth

9.  When a writer uses a first-person narrator, the story –


A.  Does not contain dialogue between the characters


B.  Is told by one of the characters


C.  Does not contain a main character


D.  Has only one character

10.  Using an omniscient narrator, a type of third-person narrator, enables a writer to –


A.  Tell a story that is set in the past


B.  Reveal the thoughts of all the characters in a story


C.  Describe events that actually took place


D.  Express all of his or her opinions

11.  To determine the main idea of an informational text, you should first –


A.  Identify the most important details in the work


B.  Read other works by the author on the same subject


C.  Place the events described in the text in chronological order


D.  Review the illustrations and photographs in the work

12.  Which of the following words contains a prefix?


A.  Dinner


B.  Revise


C.  Star


D.  Angle

13.  A suffix is a(n) –


A.  Word that has a similar meaning to another word


B.  Clue planted by a writer to explain a word’s meaning


C.  Word part added to the end of a word


D.  Expression unique to a language

14.  Which of the following statements about themes is true?


A.  Literary works by different authors may share the same themes


B.  Themes describe the lives of authors


C.  Authors add themes to their works to make them more suspenseful


D.  Poems, unlike short stories, do not have themes

15.  Which of the following phrases contains alliteration?


A.  Friendly fox


B.  Lost dog


C.  Pale moon


D.  Green seeds

16.  Myths most frequently describe –


A.  Animals that seem human


B.  Characters who are lost


C.  The origin of something


D.  True historical events

17.  What is a root word?


A.  The dictionary definition of a word


B.  A word with several meanings


C.  The feeling suggested by a word


D.  A word from which other words are formed

18.  One way a reader can identify a story’s theme is by –


A.  Creating a list of the major characters in the story


B.  Summarizing the plot of the story


C.  Analyzing the meaning of the story’s title


D.  Predicting the outcome of the story

19.  Which of the following words or phrases would be used in an article to show a cause-and-effect relationship?


A.  For instance


B.  Similarly


C.  As a result


D.  During

20.  A commonly used expression that is not literally true is called a(n) –


A.  Idiom


B.  Synonym


C.  Prefix


D.  Antonym
