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1. Hook your reader in the opening!  

2. Engaging Setting – describe the day, weather, time of day etc.

3. Interesting characters – describe their appearance, personality, thoughts, what other characters think of them  - discretely throughout the story.

4. What is the problem?  Why are we concerned?  Describe this in good detail.

5. Are you writing in 1st person or 3rd person?  Also, in the past or in the present as if it is still happening?  

6. Must have a few sections of dialogue punctuated correctly.  Reminder:  the entire story CANNOT be dialogue.

7. Describe a few obstacles….these will create suspense….they can be complications for the protagonist.

8. Climax – a suspenseful surprise, exciting way to solve the problem. (Don’t forget to have ALL the elements of PLOT.) 
9.  Resolution – at least 1 paragraph to describe how life is now that the problem is resolved.  What are characters doing?  How are they different?

10. Did you use descriptive language with sensory details to create IMAGERY in your story?  Use similes or metaphors to make your writing unique and have depth.  

