1st Term: August - September

WORD OF THE DAY Test

Study Guide 
DIRECTIONS:  Give at least 2 synonyms for each word of the day.  

      1.  rigor – noun – use of demanding standards; firm; strong; thorough


A Royal Spring Middle School goal is to have each student 




learn in a rigorous, inspiring, and relevant academic environment.
​​​​​​​​
Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

2.  endeavor –  verb – to strive to achieve; to reach for a goal; to attempt by 




exertion or serious, determined effort

noun – an attempt to reach a goal



Royal Spring Middle School students endeavor to achieve at high 



levels academically, and to be model citizens of their community.
​​​​​​​​


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

3.  innovation – noun – characterized by doing something in a new, inventive, 



or unique way; a new idea, method or device


It is necessary to nurture and celebrate innovation if the 




United States wants to lead the world in technological innovations.
​​​​​​​​



Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

4.  transformation – noun – characterized by being changed, altered, revised, 



or converted


Transformation out of the ways of childhood is necessary in order 



for young people to mature into responsible, wise adults.  
​​​​​​​​


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

5.  ecosystem – noun – organisms and their environment functioning as an ecological 
unit; the flora and fauna of an ecological unit


Every ecosystem in the world is adversely affected by global warming.
​​​​​​​​


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

6.  articulate – verb – to clearly and precisely communicate

Many people say President Obama is an articulate, inspiring speaker.
​​​​​​​​


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

7.  anachronism – noun – out of the proper time sequence


While watching a movie set in the 1800’s, it was an anachronism 



to see a plane flying in the background.  


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________
8.  ambitious – adjective – having a strong desire for success; striving


Olympic athletes set ambitious training goals in order to prepare 



for the Olympic games to be held in China in 2008.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

9.  benevolent – adjective – a good and giving spirit; organized for the purpose of 


goodwill


In Charles Dicken’s story “A Christmas Carol,” Scrooge transforms from 


a being a cranky old miser into a benevolent employer.

Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

10.  tempo – noun – the rate of speed a musical composition is performed


The tempo of most rock music is lively and upbeat; whereas the tempo 


of blues music tends to be slower, and more soothing.

Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

11.  vindicate – verb – to clear from blame


Because of new DNA technology, people incarcerated for 




crimes twenty and thirty years ago are vindicated and released.

Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

12.  juxtaposed – verb - the act of placing two objects, images, words or ideas side 


by side, often for dramatic intent


After the tornado, a rainbow was juxtaposed in the sky as an ironic 



backdrop for the path of destruction.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

13.  imperative – noun – necessary rule or order; crucial; vital; important



It is imperative that all new drivers learn the rules of the road 



or they are destined to become accident statistics.

Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

14.  zealous – adjective – to show great enthusiasm or excitement




The youngster was zealous in her attempt to return the hungry 



baby cardinal to the nest.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

15.  volume – noun – the space inside an object; loudness; sound control; one book in 



a set of books




The volume of a cube is found by multiplying the width times the 



length times the height.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

16.  metaphor – noun – a comparison of two uniquely different things without using 



the words like or as to make the comparison




When my mother says, “Listening to Handel’s ‘Messiah’ at 



Christmastime is church to me,” she is using a metaphor to express 


herself.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

17.  homonym – noun – a word that is spelled or pronounced in the same 



way as another word, but has a different meaning based on 



how it is used in a sentence 




The words there, their, and they’re and to, two, and too are 




homonyms.

Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

18.  relevance – adjective – appropriate, applicable, or having some 




connection to your life or to a topic.




Everything taught at Royal Spring Middle School is 




relevant and important, so students should endeavor to connect 



what they learn to their lives.

Synonyms: ___________________________________________________
19.  scrutinize – verb – to observe or examine carefully




When examining a diamond, a jeweler will scrutinize the 




gem under a high-powered microscope.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

20.  protagonist – noun – the most important character in a novel, play, story, or 



other literary work



The protagonist in Mildred Taylor’s novel, The Well is David 



Logan, a young man learning to cope with prejudice and racism.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________
21.  antagonist – noun – a major character in a book, play, or movie whose 




values or behavior are in conflict with those of the protagonist or 



hero.





The antagonist in Mildred Taylor’s novel, The Well is Charlie 



Simms, who is a racist and a bully. 


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

22.  aerobic – adjective – living, active or occurring only in the presence of 



oxygen; or, increasing the use of oxygen by means of  




exercise for purposes of metabolism




Running is aerobic exercise because it increases the heart rate and 



gives an energy boost to our bodies’ metabolism.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

23.  anaerobic – adjective – not needing oxygen; living or taking place in the 




absence of oxygen, especially not requiring oxygen for metabolism



In anaerobic exercises, like weight lifting, the body creates energy 



without using oxygen.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________
24.  admonish – verb – to advise someone to do or not to do something; to 




rebuke someone mildly, but earnestly.




The policeman admonished the young driver to be sure and wear 



her seatbelt, and to never drive under the influence of alcohol.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

25.  amicable – adjective – agreeable, friendly



The new superintendent of Scott County Schools, Mrs. Trish Putty, 


seems amicable and knowledgeable. 

Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

26.  discern – verb – to understand something; to see or notice something unclear; to 


distinguish or tell the difference between two or more things





It was scary driving over The Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco 


because thick fog made it difficult to discern the edge of the road.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

27.  deliberate – adjective – intentional; slow, careful, and methodical



The spelunkers deliberately tied colorful strings on the stalactites 



to make sure they could find their way out of the cave.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________

28.  eradicate – verb – to eliminate or to get rid of



It is a goal of infectious disease doctors to eradicate HIV AIDS 



in the near future so millions of lives can be saved. 


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________
29.  facetious – adjective – intended to be humorous, but often silly or 





inappropriate



The student was facetious when he said that the highlight of his  



summer was to get his immunizations at the pediatrician.

Synonyms: ___________________________________________________
30.  ominous – adjective – threatening; suggesting or indicating that something bad is 


going to happen or be revealed




Scary music during the second act of the play, “The Monkey’s 



Paw” gave the audience an ominous feeling.

Synonyms: ___________________________________________________
31.  omniscient – adjective – all knowing; seeing or knowing everything that happens 


or is about to happen.




An advantage of an omniscient point of view in a story is that 



the reader can get into the minds of all of the characters and 



know their thoughts.


Synonyms: ___________________________________________________
