A Children’s Book in Newspaper Format

Description of Assignment:

You have been asked to read a children’s story (picture book) and take the content of the story and turn it into a newspaper article as though you are a reporter.

The assignment will have two parts.  The first part will be to take the story and pull from it the elements of a newspaper article using the inverted pyramid that you were introduced to in class.  This portion of the assignment will be marked out of ten.  You will receive one mark for the Five-W’s and H, three marks for identifying interesting information, and a final mark for determining extraneous information.

The second part of the assignment will consist of you actually turning your point form information, acquired from the first activity, into a newspaper article.

The newspaper article must have all of the elements that have been discussed in class.  These include a headline, by-line, lead paragraph, body paragraphs including quotes, details that are interesting about the story, but not vital to it, and an ending paragraph that is interesting and engaging for the reader.

Expectations:

· Students will hand in their final copy with any rough drafts and the working copy of the inverted pyramid attached behind.

· Students are to include their name as the reporter or to include it on the back of the assignment if they choose to make up a name for the reporter.

· The assignment is to be neatly written in pen or to be typed.  If the document is not legible, it will be returned to the student in order to make it readable.

· Students are to hand in the inverted pyramid on ____________________ and the final copy on ____________________. 

Curricular Links:

2.4 – Retell oral, print and other media texts from different points of view

3.3 – Organize ideas and information to establish an overall impression or point of view in oral, print, and other media texts

3.3 – Make notes in point form, summarizing major ideas and supporting details; reference sources

3.3 – Incorporate new information with prior knowledge and experiences to develop new understanding

3.4 – Communicate ideas and information in a variety of oral, print and other media texts, such as interviews, mini-lessons and documentaries

4.1 – Choose an effective format for documents, depending on the content, audience and purpose

4.2 – Use words and phrases to modify, clarify and enhance ideas and descriptions in own writing

4.2 Use a variety of simple, compound and complex sentence structures to communicate effectively, and to make writing interesting

Rubric:

	Criteria
	Insufficient
	Basic
	Proficient
	Excellent

	Organize ideas and information

Choose an effective format for documents 
	Article follows format other than that of a newspaper article.
	Article contains few elements of newspaper article, or may include the necessary elements, but in an incorrect format.
	Article consistently follows the appropriate format, but  is missing a few elements necessary to a  newspaper article
	Article follows format for newspaper article in its entirety or in a way that does not take away from the article.

	Incorporate new information with prior knowledge and experiences  to develop understanding
	Article reports information that is unimportant to the story or is incorrect.  

.
	Article contains little relevant information from the story.  Many key details relating to the story’s development and outcome are missing.


	Article includes much relevant information, but has left out certain key details relating development and outcome of the story.  


	Article includes all information that is relevant to the development and outcome of the story. 

 

	Additional information included to enhance to the overall effect of the story.
	There is no additional information included in the article to address any necessary elements that were not included in the story itself
	Any additional information made up for the article is inconsistent with the story, or is integrated in an awkward manner.
	Any necessary additional information made up for the article is appropriate, but is imperfectly integrated.
	Any necessary additional information made up for the article is consistent with the story, and is included seamlessly in the article.

	Use words and phrases to modify, clarify and enhance ideas and descriptions in own writing


	Words used in the article are general terms and may often be used incorrectly.  

.
	Words used in the article are often general terms, and lack clarity or conciseness.

.
	Words used in the article are mostly concise and specific, but some may be ambiguous

.
	Words used are specific and concise.  



	Use of descriptive language.
	Language is overly simple or is insulting to the reader.  The reader is left confused
	Language is perfunctory, and may not maintain the reader’s attention
	Descriptive language engages the reader
	Descriptive language adds nuance to the article and engages the reader.   

	Use a variety of simple, compound and complex sentence structures to communicate effectively, and to make writing interesting


	Sentences are not clearly defined.  The lack of appropriate punctuation makes the article confusing to read.  
	Sentences use the same structure or the structures are varied but awkward.  The information is communicated accurately, but the writing lacks interest. 
	Sentences are varied in structure.  Some information communicated in the article may be better suited to a different structure than what was used.  The structure generally adds interest to the article.
	Sentences are varied in structure.  This variety highlights the information and adds an element of interest for the reader.

	Comments:




