Royal Spring Middle School – Willow Hambrick – Educator / Literacy Coach

Targeted (A P E) Reading Strategy
Process the Information:  Questions and Vocabulary
Review our RSMS (A P E) Reading Template:


A – Stands for Anticipate the Text



P – Stands for Process the Information



E – Stands for Evaluate what you read. 

Last week during your Reading Class you were introduced to ways to “Anticipate the Text” by Previewing.  

· You practiced looking at pictures and captions, headings and subheading, and you read and pondered the charts, graphs, and prefaces.  All of the pre-reading strategies should have given you an introduction to the article you read so that once you began reading, the information was easier to understand and relate to.  

· You were also taught to Anticipate the Text by means of Predicting what the text would be about.  You were instructed to find the Thesis Statement Assertion that focuses and guides the main idea of the entire article, and you identified the Topic Sentence Assertions that anchored each supporting paragraph.  

· In addition, you were able to Predict, based on reading the thesis statement assertions, whether the article would be narrative, informative, or argumentative as it unfolded.  

· Being able to predict the purpose and main idea of an article early on in your reading helps your overall comprehension.

This week we will concentrate on how good readers Process Information by means of asking Questions as you read, and by learning any new Vocabulary words.  Your reading teacher has a non-fiction article for you to use to practice these reading strategies.
To review, in the (A P E) Reading Template, the A has stood for Anticipating the Text through Previewing and Predicting.  Now, you are ready to actually read an article carefully, and to learn how to Process the Information you are reading in order to fully understand the purpose and point of view of the article.  

Learning to Process what you read is essential to being able to analyze the information and apply it to your life, to be able to figure out whether or not you agree with the article’s point of view, and to apply the information to new situations.
When journalists are taught to write, they are instructed to clearly inform the audience of the 5 W’s – as well as the one “H” of the topic on which they are reporting: 
· Who – the article is about

· What – the article is about

· Where – the article takes place

· When – the event occurred

· Why – the information is important or relevant

· How – the event occurred or how it was resolved.  
Therefore, when you read a non-fiction article, you should ask yourself:

· Who is the article about?

· What is the article about and What does it “mean”?

· Where in the world is the information generated from or connected to?

· When was the article written and When did the events occur?

· Why was the article written and Why is the information important?

· How did the events occur, How did people react to the information, and How 
was there a resolution to any problem mentioned?
You should also ask yourself the following on-going questions:

· What the purpose of the article is:

· Why is the author writing the article?

· Is there any bias or propaganda?

· What audience is intended?

· Any new information or thoughts as you read?

· From what point of view or perspective is the article written?

· How is the article relevant to you?

· Is there a persuasive intent?  If so, are both sides represented fairly?  Any call to action?

· Was there a solution proposed to any kind of conflict or problem?
Another reading strategy to help you process what you read is to make a conscious effort to learn any new Vocabulary Words the article presents.
Often new vocabulary words are linked directly to the content.  If it is a Science article, there will be new Science vocabulary.  Likewise if it is a history-linked article, there will be Social Studies content vocabulary you must know.  And if it is a literary article, there will be literary terms you must learn.  This often means you must use a dictionary or learn the word from its context.
· If reading in a textbook, you can tell new and important vocabulary because it is often in bold letters.  Pay extra attention to these words, and make sure you learn what they mean.  Their meaning is essential to you processing and understanding the article.

· When trying to figure out the meaning of a word, see if you can figure out the word from its context – or from the words surrounding that word in the article.

· If you cannot figure out the word from its context, look up the word in the dictionary, and write down the word and its definition in your Cornell Notes to refer to later, if need be.

Note:  Every Friday, during 7th period, your reading teacher will ask you to write a 3.8 (AP E) Summary of a nonfiction article you have read during the week.  Be sure to follow the RSMS 3.8 (A P E) Template to guide your writing.  Learning to summarize is a way to pick out the key points (thesis/assertion) of an article and to show your understanding of the supporting details of the article.  As you conclude your summary, you have the opportunity to evaluate the article in a relevant, and thoughtful way.  

Your teacher will give you a copy of the (A P E) Reading Template to guide you.
