Mrs. Schneider’s
8th Grade 

Language Arts Syllabus 

Royal Spring Middle School, ENDEAVOR

2016-2017
	Materials:

- RSMS AGENDA BOOK

- 3 ring binder 

- 4 divider tabs

- a pocket folder 

- loose leaf paper

- pencils and pens
Recommended (not required):

- zipper pencil pouch to keep supplies in

- highlighters


	Contact Mrs. Candice Schneider:

candice.schneider@scott.kyschools.us

RSMS Office:  502-570-2390, Room 113
Class Website: 

mrsschneid.weebly.com


Welcome to Language Arts on Endeavor!  This year we will work to develop your reading, writing, speaking, listening, and reflecting skills.  You will be challenged to reach your full potential in these areas.  

This year at a glance…   
	1st Term
	2nd Term



	Literary Analysis Study
Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

Narrative Writing Piece 

40 Minute On-Demand Practice 


	Edgar Allan Poe Unit 
Choice Novel – WWII or Holocaust related 

Holocaust Literature Study 

The Diary of Anne Frank – adapted drama



	3rd Term
	4th Term



	Book to Movie Project 

Speech Unit Study 

Argumentative Writing Piece 

On-Demand 90-minute Practice 
Flowers for Algernon – by Daniel Keyes

	Poetry Unit

The Giver by Lois Lowry 

Book to Movie Compare/Contrast

Book Review 


Classroom Details
Class Library – “Schneid’s Lil’ Library” 
When checking out a book in my class, be sure to sign it out & in.  Majority of these books were purchased out of my pocket or donated from previous students, so they are valuable to me.   Please be advised that I have not personally pre-read each book on my shelves.  I give students freedom to choose based on their interests.  Even though I do have some great books, my library is not the best selection to rely on.  Please use our school library, public library, or your local book store to find books that best suit your interests.  With this in mind, if you would like to donate any books to my library, I always appreciate more variety.  

Grades:
Your grade will be calculated using total points. Each assignment will be given a point value based on length, difficulty, and the amount of time required to complete the assignment. A student’s grade will be determined by the total point value they have earned out of the total possible points given during the course of the grading period. [A = 92-100, B = 84-91, C = 76-83, D = 68-75, F = 0-67]

Homework & Late Work:

Since we have a lot of material to cover over the course of the year, I will assign homework occasionally.  I expect students to complete these assignments and turn them in on their specific due dates.  Homework is due at the beginning of class.  Any time after that, it is considered late.  Late work will be penalized 10% off of your score for the first day it is late, and 20% for every day after that.  Late papers will only be accepted if they have a stapled “late” slip attached.    No late papers are accepted after one week of the due date, unless there has been a family emergency or illness.  
Absence:

When you are unable to attend school due to illness or other personal matters, YOU are responsible for finding out what you have missed.  In our classroom there is an “Absent?” crate with 31 folders for 31 days in a month.  Whichever date you were gone, that specific folder will hold any handouts/assignments from that date.  Absent work will only be accepted with a stapled “absent” slip on them.  The classroom website is also updated weekly with power points from class and most assignments that are not copyrighted.  Please use these resources to your advantage to stay on track.  You may also let me know in advance if you are aware of an upcoming absence and want to stay proactive.  No one should be penalized for work they simply missed, but students are required to catch up within the given time.  

Communication: 
 It is my goal to have positive, efficient, and frequent communication with students and parents.  For parents, the best way to communicate with me is through e-mail.  If you have a concern, question, or need further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me after consulting with your student first. 
Our Learning Contract

I agree to be in control of my…






- Body






- Voice






- Imagination






- Concentration






- Cooperation

Students and Parents:
COMPLETE THIS PAGE AND TURN IT INTO THE HUB BY____________​​​​_
I (the student) have read the syllabus for Mrs. Schneider’s class and agree to its terms.  It is my job to take control of my learning by being a participant in all class expectations and procedures.  I agree to adhere to these classroom policies at all times and recognize that there will be consequences for not doing so.  I agree to be in control of my body, voice, imagination, concentration, and cooperation to the best of my ability. 
Student Signature________________________________________________Date___________________

Print Name:________________________________________________________

I (the parent) confirm that I have read and understand these policies and procedures within the syllabus, and I will communicate any questions or concerns with my student first and then Mrs. Schneider when appropriate.  

Parent Signature__________________________________________________Date___________________

	Parent(s) Name: 
	

	Best Way to Contact:
	

	E-mail:  
	


Comments/Questions: 
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Behavior 

Contract & Procedures


In our classroom there are many learning goals that need to be accomplished in one day.  In order for these to be accomplished, we need to abide by a specific group of procedures.  When stepping into the classroom, you will be asked to “sign a learning contract”.  I will walk through the steps of this contract frequently to ensure that we all agree to be in control of our learning.  

Our Learning Contract

I agree to be in control of my…






- Body






- Voice






- Imagination






- Concentration






- Cooperation

There are various classroom procedures to be aware of as a participant of learning.  When doing any of the following in my classroom please refer to this sheet.
Entering Class:  Please enter class silently; stop by THE HUB to pick up any papers or materials needed for the day, and go directly to your seat.  Once you sit down, please take out all materials for the day and place everything else under your desk.  Begin writing in your agenda immediately.

Warm-Up:  Almost every day, you will have a Bell Ringer and Flashback to complete at the beginning of class (this sometimes may include the word of the day or literacy strands).  This is to be done silently and independently.  You will be given a specific amount of time to complete your bell work; otherwise, it is your responsibility to complete it outside of class.  

Exiting Class:  I dismiss you from class, not the clock.  When there is 4 minutes left in class, we will pause for Golden Time to reflect on the learning from that class period and give reminders of any homework.  The floor must also be clear of any trash.  Rows are dismissed once you are quiet and ready.

Bathroom:  In case of an emergency and you need to use the restroom during class, raise three fingers in the air.  I will either nod in agreement, or I will shake my head no.  No just means that it is not an appropriate time and that you should raise your hand again in 5 minutes.  When you leave the room you must have your agenda signed and be sure to sign out at THE HUB.  If it is a major emergency (such as needing to throw up) please feel free to leave immediately.  Due to school policy, no students are allowed in the in-class restroom.

Food/Drink: Food and drink is not permitted in the classroom except on special occasions predetermined by the teacher.  All food related items must stay within the cafeteria and be discarded before exiting breakfast and lunch.  Water bottles may be permitted if a student is ill or has a doctor’s note.  Otherwise, please use our break times to get drinks from the water fountain.  

Contributions:  If you have something to say, ask, or add, I would love to hear from you.  However, please raise your hand and wait to be called on to make sure all voices in our classroom are respected.  If you have a question, use a closed fist.  If you have a comment, use an open hand.  Be sure your comment/question pertains to the topic being discussed.  

Garbage:  The classroom floor is not a garbage can.  Please keep track of your trash and when there is an appropriate time (work time or the end of class) please throw it into the garbage can or recycle bins.  There will be times when I allow for “Trashketball”, but please do not toss your trash unless it is such an occasion.  

Collecting:  All assignments will be turned into your appropriate class tray at THE HUB, unless I decide to collect them during class.  Graded papers will be placed in the student’s graded papers folder in the classroom if they are not passed out during class time.  

Supplies:  You may use supplies from the art kits when necessary.  Since I purchase most of them for your use, please respect them.  Do not break, throw, or take any of them.  When you are done using the item, please return it to where you found it at the appropriate time.  Students are expected to come prepared with all materials every day.  Locker trips will not be permitted outside of regularly scheduled times, so come to class prepared.  

Hand Signals: We are all in the classroom with the goal to learn.  With that in mind, each student must keep other students’ as well as their own concentration in mind at all times.  In order to alleviate distractions, we will utilize a hand signal system in the classroom.  Please do not leave your seat during class without permission.  Also, unless we are in a class discussion or group work time, you should not speak unless called on using one of the following hand signals.  As much as I wish we were sitting in a living room with three of us, there are typically ten times that many in the classroom.  Therefore, we must operate in a more systematic manner.  
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Closed Fist = Question
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Open Hand = Comment











Pointer Finger = need to go to THE HUB 

for any needed materials, tissue, 

or to turn in an assignment.

***Please tear off this page to be returned and keep the syllabus for your records. ***





3 fingers = Restroom Emergency: wait for my nod of approval, complete your agenda pass to get signed, sign out on the class clipboard.  





Letter “L” = Schneid’s Lil Library (your independent class work is finished and you have no other assignments to work on)














