Guidelines for Writing 3.8 (A P E) Summary Paragraphs
Adapted from Amy Goodman:  “The Middle School High Five” by Willow Hambrick

How to write a Summary Assertion:  One sentence

Identify the Text:  Begin by identifying the piece of text you are summarizing.
  
     
                    Include the complete title and author’s full name.



 



Ex: “Cooking Tips for Teens by Chuck Roast”…     




Ex: “Fun with Fabrics by Polly Esther”…



Avoid:  This article was about…Too vague to begin a summary.

Choose a Strong Verb:  Attach a strong verb.  Notice the verb “to be” is not 




     on this list.  You may want to choose from this list:



advises          illustrates          compares          presents          contrasts       



provides        describes           recommends     explains
suggests


proposes        identifies           teaches             examines        discusses

Add the Main Idea / Theme / Key Point:  Think about the main idea of the text 


that you read.  Ask yourself what it is mostly about. Write the main idea 


as a phrase and attach it to the end of the topic sentence assertion.



Ex:  “Cooking Tips for Teens” by Chuck Roast recommends easy-



            to-follow advice for becoming an amateur chef.  



Ex:  “Fun with Fabrics” by Polly Esther teaches the beginner the 




basic steps of sewing.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now…Add Proof to Support your Assertion:  3 reasons, facts, or details from the text.  Paraphrase (put into your own words).  Write in complete sentences.  Stick to the facts.  Elaborate on or explain each of these facts with at least one other sentence.

Reason / Fact / Detail – Sentence 2
Elaborate – Sentence 3
Reason / Fact / Detail – Sentence 4
Elaborate – Sentence 5

Reason / Fact / Detail – Sentence 6
Elaborate – Sentence 7
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To Conclude your Summary Paragraph – Evaluate and interpret the main point.   Answer the question:  “So What?”  Why does this information matter?  Make closing statements that add perspective, thoughtfulness, and relevance.              Sentence 8  
